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This paper explores the place of medieval Europe in what was an increasingly yet variably connected 

world. It spans a complex period extending from the highly globalised later Roman empire to the 

beginnings of European colonisation of the Americas. The module aims to decentre the archaeology 

of medieval Europe by highlighting the diverse experiences of people during this time. We will 

explore how globalisation theory may be applicable to medieval archaeology, and how material and 

ideological factors both shaped socio-economic change. We will consider the interaction between 

natural and anthropogenic environmental change, in the context of fluctuating demographic and 

settlement histories. Drawing on archaeological, environmental and historical evidence, we explore 

important themes such as inter-regional communication, mobility, trade and cultural influence. Case 

studies include examples from Europe and Asia, West and east Africa and the Indian Ocean. 

Mode of teaching: 16 lectures, a range of practical classes, field trip to the British Museum 

Supervisions: three per term, plus revision supervisions, all centrally organised 

Maximum supervision capacity: no cap 

Assessment: written examination (70% of the mark), essay (object study) 30% of the mark 
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